OUR CITY DREAMS, Chiara Clemente’s Loving Portrait of 5 NYC Women Artists,

Premieres Wednesday, February 4 at Film Forum
Film Forum is pleased to present the New York theatrical premiere of OUR CITY DREAMS, a new documentary by Chiara Clemente, beginning Wednesday, February 4. It’s an affecting love letter to the city which strings together the self-told narratives of five women artists (ages 30 – 80), each of whom has a passion for art-making inseparable from her devotion to New York.  Swoon, the youngest, exhibits cut-outs directly on city walls and subways, and exudes idealism and energy while carrying a two by four the way some women would carry a briefcase. Cairo-born Ghada Amer mixes media -- embroidering with painting -- to confront sexual taboos that cross cultural boundaries. After experiencing the New York Dolls in San Francisco, Kiki Smith realized she needed New York’s energy to create her wildly influential paintings and sculptures; Marina Abramovic, originally of Belgrade, is a performance art pioneer who often uses her own body as a canvas. And Nancy Spero returned from Paris with artist-husband Leon Golub in 1964, to meld art and activism during the Vietnam War and become, in her own words, “a woman warrior.”  

OUR CITY DREAMS will have a 2-week engagement, February 4-17, at Film Forum, West Houston Street (W. of 6th Avenue), with screenings daily at 1:15, 3:15, 6, 8, and 10.

Filmmaker Chiara Clemente and the artists profiled are available for interviews. 

Contact: Adam Walker, (212) 627-2035, adam@filmforum.org

Chiara Clemente has been making documentaries on art and artists since 2000. Her work includes THREE WORLDS: A PORTRAIT OF FRANCESCO CLEMENTE and short films on Frank Gehry, Jim Dine and Brice Marden, as well as shorts commissioned by W Magazine, Saatchi and Saatchi and The New York Times.

“Exquisitely crafted. Clemente chooses renowned, wildly eclectic creators who span the spectrum in age, provenance and medium, connected to the city through a complex, ever-changing dialectic. Combining formats and textures with a hypnotic, shape-shifting score, pic itself simply ranks as a work of art.” - Ronnie Scheib, Variety
“An engaging and life-affirming celebration of the artists’ lives” 

                                                                – The Art Newspaper, Art Basel Daily Edition

OUR CITY DREAMS (2008, 87 mins.)  Directed by Chiara Clemente.  Produced by Clemente, Tanya Selvaratnam, Bettina Sulser. Editor: Martin Levenstein. Music: Thomas M. Lauderdale. Photographed by Theo Stanley. USA.  A First Run Features Release.

Press screenings: 
Thursday, January 22 at 11am                Both screenings will be

                              
Thursday, January 29 at 11am                   held at Film Forum.

RSVP:     Adam Walker, 212-627-2035 / press@filmforum.org
For downloadable photos and press notes, go to: www.filmforum.org/press
